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Introduction

In the midst of his suffering in prison, St. Paul gives us a
true glimpse into his faith and hope. Despite his
circumstances, he describes his life as a joyful journey,
because it is under the leadership of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Incarnated Word of God.

During his time in prison, St. Paul neither expresses care
for being deprived of his preaching the Gospel, or for his
lack of freedom to meet his Beloved. Yet, in the midst of
his pain and suffering, his soul did not cease to rejoice in
the victorious life of faith in Jesus Christ — in every minute
of every day.

He did not view faith as a mere philosophy which tries
to intellectually embrace a concept; nor did he perceive
faith as a group of beliefs and principles solely meant for
discussion; nor even as some commandments to which we
are to adhere. He lived faith primarily as a daily experience
of Jesus Christ’s leadership in his life that crosses him over
to His throne of Grace - even in the midst of his daily
distress.

In the epistle to the Colossians, we can see our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Head of the Church and her Leader, as our
Peacemaker with God the Father. And it is the Father Who
grants us the precious loving heart of our Lord Jesus Christ,
Who holds us in Him to lead us to His Father’s bosom.

As our Lord Jesus Christ leads St. Paul to his heavenly
Father, the Apostle — through the example and work of our
Lord — not only encourages us to join him on his path of
righteousness and salvation, but also to lead and encourage
others as well. In so doing, our Lord Jesus Christ makes
leaders out of us — sharing in us His miraculous qualities.



Chapter 1
Our Lord Jesus Christ, the

Leader, Grants Us Leadership Qualities

FAITH, HOPE, LOVE AND THE SPIRIT OF
LEADERSHIP

In wondrous harmony St. Paul connects our personal
lives with our relationship with God and our brethren when
he says, “Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and
of your love for all the saints; because of the hope which is

laid up for you in heaven” (Colossians 1:4-5).

Faith is a practical partnership with the heavenly Lord
Jesus Christ, for He is the Head and Leader of His
body, the Church.

Love is the opening of the heart to all mankind, especially
to the members of the body of Christ.

Hope is the rejoicing of the heart to see the gates of heaven
open and the heavenly hosts awaiting the coming of
the believer to welcome him.

Faith working with love = having the qualities of a leader

1. EXPERIENCING DIVINE KNOWLEDGE

Our Lord Jesus Christ, the Word of God, "is the Image
of the invisible God" (Colossians 1:15), "the brightness of
His glory and the express image of His person" (Hebrews
1:3). Just as one cannot see light, but can only gaze through
its brightness; one cannot get to know the Father except
through the Son. As Jesus Christ Himself explained, “No
one has seen God at any time. The Only Begotten Son, who
is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him” (John
1:18). “All things have been delivered to Me by My Father,
and no one knows the Son except the Father. Nor does
anyone know the Father except the Son, and the one to
whom the Son wills to reveal Him” (Matthew 11:27; Luke
10:22).



He is the Leader who pours true divine knowledge and
righteousness unto us, so as to prepare us for the work of
leadership.

St. Clement of Alexandria states that God is above all
names. He grants us to call Him by many names, so we can
discover His mysteries. He calls the Son “the Image of the
invisible God,” for He is the only One who can show us the
mystery of the Father. The Son grants us the divine
knowledge so we can grow in it day by day, as St. Paul the
Apostle declares: “...increasing in the knowledge of God”
(Colossians 1:10) through our practical sharing with the
image of the invisible God.

Thus, our faith in Our Lord Jesus Christ brings us to the
divine knowledge so that we may become real leaders and
bring many people to the divine righteousness.

2. PRESENTING THE FIRSTBORN TO EVERY MAN

“He is the firstborn over all creation” (Colossians
1:15). He incarnated for us and became the firstborn over
all creation so as to lead mankind to God’s bosom; "in
Him, all things consist" (Colossians 1:17), and "He is the
head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the
firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the
preeminence” (Colossians 1:47-18).

When St. Paul wrote: “God has given him the name
which is above every name” (Philippians 2:9), the Apostle
did not mean that He is God’s creation, rather that He, the
Creator, renounced His throne to lead creation to the
glories. He agreed to “be the Firstborn among many
brethren” (Romans 8:29) and thus went through a bodily
death with us in order to become "the Firstborn from the
dead" (Colossians 1:18) through His resurrection.



With faith in His incarnation and guidance, we can enjoy
Jesus Christ, our Leader, and hold Him inside us so we can
present Him to every living soul. He would then raise us
together from the dead and grant us eternal life.

3. THE SPIRIT OF CONCILIATION AND HOLINESS

Christ is our Conciliator, our expiate Mediator, "in the
body of His flesh through death" (Colossians 1:22). The
Apostle presents Christ to us as our Leader to the eternal
glory; and we see Him as our Leader to the Holy Father
through His Cross, His Death, and His Resurrection. He
holds us in the body of His flesh as members in Him. If we
dwell with Him, His righteousness will be revealed in us,
and we would be counted as saints before the Holy Father
without blame or complaint.

As we enjoy the conciliation, we cannot rest until - if
possible - every man reconciles with the Lord.

4. HOLDING THE CRUCIFIED CHRIST INSIDE US

Having faith in the Crucified One turns our pain and
suffering into a sharing in His crucifixion, which enables us
to find sweetness in our pain - for we are holding the
Crucified One inside us. “I now rejoice in my sufferings for
you, and fill up in my flesh what is lacking in the afflictions
of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the Church”
(Colossians 1:24).

S. HAVING FAITH IN CHRIST MAKES US
LEADERS

We extend the spirit of leadership unto others and we do
not underestimate them "so that we may present every man
perfect in Christ Jesus" (Colossians 1:28). Our Lord wants
to make a faithful leader out of each and every person in
order to work in His Kingdom! Oh, how rich is the great
faith of the Divine Leader, who wants us to enjoy a



partnership with Him! He makes us leaders bearing His
qualities so we could enjoy continuous growth in the divine
knowledge, holding Him inside us, for He is the Firstborn
over all creation, who enables us to make many others join
in His victorious procession (even over death).

As God the Father grants us conciliation through the
Flesh of our Lord Jesus Christ, our hearts will not rest until,
if possibly, everyone is reconciled with Him. He grants us
Himself, for He is the Crucified, and thus turns our depth to
Calvary. Thus, we rejoice in sharing His pain and suffering
until the redeemed Church is made whole over the
generations.

Our Lord Jesus Christ does not just want to make us
leaders, eager to bring our brethren to be whole in Jesus
Christ; but He also wants to guide and teach us to make
leaders out of every person.

SIGNS OF REAL LEADERSHIP:

1.Having a continuous thirst to grow in knowledge of
everything

2.Having a continuously growing love - if possible -
toward all mankind.

3.Having an inner rejoicing spirit and perpetual cheer,
even in the midst of distress and despite being amongst
those who make us distressed.

4.Being in union with the Holy Leader, Jesus Christ, the
Firstborn!

5.Understanding the sovereignty which was granted to us
as children of God.

6. Discovering and encouraging the gifts of others.

7.Spreading the spirit of leadership to everyone - even
amongst the seemingly handicapped.



Chapter 2
Our Capabilities

in the Incomparable Master
After the Apostle talks about the unique Leader,
who alone is capable of making us leaders through our
partnership with Him, he now speaks of our capabilities in
Him and with Him. We can enjoy these capabilities through
practical faith: “As you therefore have received Christ Jesus

the Lord, so walk in Him, rooted and built up in Him”
(Colossians 2:6-7).

WHAT ARE THESE GREAT CAPABILITIES?

1. He grants the heart to share His love by pouring His
Holy Spirit inside it. He sanctifies our thoughts and
understanding to experience the divine righteousness. Many
masters can present philosophies, teachings, and
commandments perhaps even invoke emotions briefly; but
only the Creator, Jesus Christ our Lord, is capable of
occupying the heart as well as the mind. Here, the Apostle
links our enjoyment of this divine love with our enjoyment
of knowledge and understanding which fills us with the
heavenly peace and the richness of the divine knowledge.
(Colossians 2:2)

2. Our capabilities are determined by the extent of
acquiring Christ Himself within our souls, in "whom are
hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge"
(Colossians 2:3). Christ did not come to destroy the mind
which He granted us, nor to make machines out of us,
rather He came to grant us to be children of God, to enjoy
the great power of the divine love and thought and to
continuously grow in knowledge.

3. Christ, "the Head of all principality and power"
(Colossians 2:10), came to return the power and the spirit



of leadership to every believer. He does not want slavish
souls, He wants leaders who bear His Holy Spirit and are
proud of the power granted to them. He wants leaders who
challenge evil and darkness, “For God has not given us a
spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound
mind” (2 Timothy 1:7). He eliminated our indebtedness to
our sin, restored our freedom and pushed Satan to fall from
our hearts - just as he had fallen as lightning from heaven.
“Behold, I give you the authority to trample on serpents
and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and
nothing shall by any means hurt you” (Luke 10:19).

4. The unique Master granted us the spirit of maturity
that points our attention toward our reward (Colossians
2:18) of eternal life. Thus, we would not fall under the
letter that kills, but the Spirit who gives life, to live with the
heavenly spiritual thought.

With these capabilities we can live as leaders filled with
love and wisdom, proud of the power granted to us,
working with heavenly understanding and longing to see
the whole world enjoying the journey with Jesus Christ to
the Heavens.

I AM A SOLDIER HOLDING A UNIQUE WEAPON

“You therefore must endure hardship as a good soldier
of Jesus Christ” (2 Timothy 2:3). St. Paul tells them to be
brave and strong like a gladiator and a soldier of Jesus
Christ, doing everything out of love for God and for one
another. In his spiritual struggle, a Christian fights Satan
and sin under the leadership of the Lord of Glory Himself.
Our Lord is the Leader who conquered Satan through the
cross and still conquers him through us (Romans 8:37),
“the captain of their salvation” (Hebrews 2:10), who has
recruited him.



+¢ Satan points his arrows toward me, but I have a sword.
He has a bow, but I am a soldier holding a heavy
weapon.
He holds a bow, but does not dare to come near me,
for he is throwing his arrows from afar.

** You have lost paradise, but God has granted you heaven
to prove His tenderness. He beats Satan showing us that
even if Satan knows tens of thousands of plans against
mankind, they wouldn’t help him - for God is always
leading us to a greater honor.

You have lost paradise (the Garden of Eden), but God
opened heaven before you.
You have fallen wearily under judgment for some
time, but you got honored with the eternal life.
St. John Chrysostom




Chapter 3
Taking Hold of the Heavenly Leader

Now that we have read about our responsibility to share
in the qualities of the greatest Leader, and have learned
about the capabilities which He grants us, St. Paul now
reveals to us the core of His leadership, so that we can be
with Him wherever He is.

1. St. Paul directs our hearts and thoughts to the divine
throne, where He is sitting at the right hand of the God
(Colossians 3:1) and thus, encourages us to seek those
things which are above. Our reality becomes filled with joy
over the heavenlies. Our lives on earth become a joyful
journey with the Heavenly One so He would carry us in
Him to get us to our heavenly Father.

2. Dying with Him is joyful in that we share in His
heavenly glories (Colossians 3:4). But, did He create us so
we would die? He certainly did not come to condemn us to
death, but rather so we would hold Him inside us and feel
as though we long to die with Him. Then, He would abide
inside us, and we could be with Him in glory: “your life is
hidden with Christ in God” (Colossians 3:3).

3. For He is calling upon us to hold Him inside us [to put
on Christ (Galatians 3:27)}. We shall put off our old being
with its entire doings, so we could behold His image that
glows and renews always. We would be continuously
renewed and maybe even hoping and striving to reach
perfection.

4. We have heavenly qualities:

e We possess a heavenly nationality: “Where there is
neither Greek nor Jew...” (Colossians 3:11)

e We speak and enjoy the language of heaven: love,
which is the bond of perfection (Colossians 3:14).
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e The work of Christ dwells inside us (Colossians 3:16)

o Teaching and admonishing one another in psalms
and hymns and spiritual songs... giving thanks to
God and the Father through Him” (Colossians
3:16,17)

5. Our law is the law of the heavens, so thus our homes
would become a heaven (Colossians 3:18-25), and we
would be ready to build a new generation of heavenly
leaders.

The real leader is the one who never ceases
to make great leaders out of everyone around him,
even if they were children!




Chapter 4
Leadership in the Spiritual Realm
As in our Daily Life

RESPONSIBILITIES AND OBLIGATIONS

St. Paul did not attempt to lift us up toward heaven only
to meet the Heavenly Christ, but also to find shelter in Him;
so that He may abide in us and we would truly become
members in Him and share in His qualities. As He, the
Heavenly One, descended to us to sanctify our lives on
earth and raised us to His throne, it is proper for us, as we
hold His Spirit inside us, not to neglect our temporal reality
with its responsibilities and obligations throughout our
journey. These responsibilities are:

1. To value all man and respect his human being — no
matter his status, even if he were a slave (Colossians 4:1).

2. To support the preachers of the Church of God. If we
have not had the opportunity to preach publicly, we should
at least support the preachers through our prayers, and
thank God for His work through them and us (Colossians
4:2-3). We could also support them by witnessing to the
Bible with our spiritual wise behavior, redeeming every
second in our lives (Colossians 4:5).

3. To actively care for others - some tend to call this
“individual service” (Colossians 4:7-24).

4. To be involved in communal work and exchange
spiritual epistles (Colossians 4:16).

I AM A SINNER; HOW COULD THE APOSTLE
CALL ME TO LEADERSHIP?

Perhaps some believers, especially the youth, would
wonder whether this message concerns them. Someone may
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say, “I am up to my ears in sin. How can this epistle really
apply to me?” The Apostle Paul attempts to raise the reader
to heaven, and calls us to leadership.

1. St. Paul, according to his own admission, was once a
blasphemer and a persecutor of the Church of Christ and a
slanderer of the believers. However, he was transformed to
an extraordinary preacher when he met the Crucified
Christ! (Acts 9:5) He was a slave of sin despite his apparent
lawful righteousness and virtue; and was set free! In several
parts of his epistles we witness the crying of the Apostle’s
heart as he calls upon everyone to seek the same life-
changing experience as his, for he once lived in darkness
and became a light to all - through our Lord Jesus Christ!

2. We should not forget that the Apostle directed his
letters to the new believers, most of which were Gentiles
enslaved to lust and sin.

3. The Apostle believed in the capabilities granted to
man by the Holy Trinity. Thus, he does not focus on the
sins and weaknesses of man, rather he directs our attention
to the Forgiver of sins and the Granter of the new and the
ever-renewable life!

4. What occupied the Apostle are not the negatives, but
the positives - most importantly that the believer
understands his new position as a son of God; and that
heaven, nature and God Himself are all rejoicing over his
departure from filth, and striving to attain the heavens!

THE JOURNEY OF THE CHRISTIAN LEADER TO
HEAVEN!

Many of the Church Fathers, especially Origen, saw the
life of the believer, in general, as a journey of the soul to
heaven. As we have attained the divine true promises to



enjoy the eternal glories, we rise every day — rather, every
moment - by the Holy Spirit to experience heaven. It is a
journey of a continual struggle with the forces of darkness;
but it is a sweet struggle, because through it we experience
the wounds of the divine love and enjoy the never ending
victories.
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The Christian believes that the Holy Spirit builds a
heavenly kingdom deep inside him.

He understands that he becomes a second heaven; i.e. he
is a holy sanctuary.

His soul enjoys the brightness of heaven, as the glory of
the King’s daughter is inside him (Psalms 45:13).

He meets the Heavenly Christ, the Holy Bread who
saturates the soul; the Source of living water; the Granter
of inner joy; the Music of the soul which plays a unique
lovely symphony; the Heavenly Righteousness, who
saturates all inner needs in a heavenly manner.

During his struggle toward virtue, the believer discovers
that he is actually opening his heart to receive the
blessing of the Holy Spirit who pours the qualities of the
Heavenly Christ unto him as a unique spiritual fruit.

The believer realizes that worship is an experience of the
heavenly life - whether it is in church, in groups, with
family, or even alone.

If the believer lives in the midst of distress bearing the
cross, he experiences God’s mercies in the midst of pain
as well as in the midst of joy, for heaven never leaves
him, nor does he leave heaven.

Finally, no matter whether the true believer chooses
marriage or virginity, whether he lives in the world or in
a monastery or in solitude, he is living in heaven. In
short, the believer himself becomes a heaven, and holds
heaven inside him until he departs with every breath he
takes, with all his being, capabilities and gifts to heaven!
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