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sufferings. How then can we not desire to decrease while He increases in us, in our fellow 
servants, in the whole congregation, and even in nonbelievers?! When the work of the Holy 
Trinity is made manifest in us, we do not seek what is for ourselves, but what is for God in us, 
in our fellow servants, and in the whole congregation.

The Church the House of Love:
If service is a call to delight in the church life as a personal relationship with God and a 
communal relationship with others enflamed with the love of God, then the relationships 
between the servants themselves is considered a practical interpretation and an actual 
sermon of the true ecclesiastical life.
St. Paul is often depicted with firm features, probably because of his great ministry, 
seriousness, and the dedication of his whole life for service. He would courageously preach 
anywhere: in Jewish synagogues, in the marketplace, on a ship, in prison, or in court. Yet 
upon reading chapter 16 of his epistle to the Romans, you find him a man overflowing with 
intense holy emotions, particularly with the church leadership and their families. Among his 
words:
“Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus” (Romans 16: 3-4)
“Greet Amplias, my beloved in the Lord” (Romans 16: 8)
“Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord, and his mother and mine” (Romans 16: 13)
But what is amazing is that this man, whose heart is so fiery in his ministry, stated without 
shame: “When I came to Troas to preach Christ’s gospel, and a door was opened to me by 
the Lord, I had no rest in my spirit, because I did not find Titus my brother; but taking my leave 
of them, I departed for Macedonia” (2 Corinthians 3:12-13). How can a door be opened to him 
by the Lord for preaching, yet he finds no rest in his spirit because he did not find Titus his 
brother and had to depart to Macedonia? Being an ecclesiastical man full of fervent emotions, 
he could not endure the absence of his brother Titus, despite his strong personality and his 
remarkable relationship with God in his life and ministry.
It is therefore befitting for the servant not only to cooperate with his fellow servants, but even 
more so, not to endure serving in their absence! 
Fatherhood:
Here, I would like to mention a real-life example from the ministry of the departed Fr. 
Bishoy Kamel. It so happened that there was a certain controversy between him and a 
prominent deacon in the church, who was a role model for his fellow deacons despite his 
young age. Persisting on his point of view and not accepting that of his confessor (Fr. Bishoy 
Kamel), Fr. Bishoy requested him to change his confessor and recommended myself (Fr. 
Tadros Malaty) to him. At about midnight on the same day, Fr. Bishoy came to ask me to treat 
that deacon with compassion, and leave the role of lovingly rebuke to him (Fr. Bishoy). He 
said to me, “Do not be harsh on him, and let him confess to you for a year or so, and when 
you find out that he has got back his peace toward me, return him to me.”
Such a rare and magnificent portrait of shepherding! I often hear some priests complain that 
other priests show compassion to those with whom they were strict. But all what preoccupied 
the heart of Fr. Bishoy was to offer every soul to God by the Holy Spirit, so they would enjoy 
the riches of the divine grace. Throughout Father Bishoy’s 25-year ministry as priest, I never 
felt for a single day that he was ever offended if someone decided to leave him and confess 
to another priest.
And when he would start up a new church, he would choose the best deacons we have to 
serve in it, and ask them to minister in the new church, saying to them, “I do not want to see 
you here in vespers, in liturgies, or in Sunday School. We established this church to see the 
work of God in it.” He wanted every church to grow and for the divine work to succeed in it, 
even more than his own church.


