






Exhort them, warn them, and confirm them that they may remain steadfast in the 
Orthodox faith, as they walk in this world. 
Plead with them to remember you in liturgies, that your memorial may remain alive in 
them as they serve the Holies to the Lord. 

(St. Jacob of Serugh)

The Saintly Priest Bids Farewell To His Fellow Priests:
St. Jacob of Serugh envisages the feelings of the saintly priest towards his fellow 
priests as he departs from this world. In humility, he asks them not to forget him in their 
prayers and exhorts them not to become idle in their service to God’s people. 

Abide in peace, my fellow priests, and remember me in your prayers in the holy house 
of God. 
When you offer incense to the Lord in the Holy of Holies, remember my poor soul that 
the Lord may comfort me on the day of His transfiguration.
My brethren, do not forget the fellowship of love, that our brotherhood may continue in 
the everlasting kingdom. 
My brethren, remember that the Son of God became our brother, and when He 
departed, He left peace to all His servants. 

(St. Jacob of Serugh)

A Joint Farewell between the Priest, his brothers the priests, and the 
Congregation:
St. Jacob concludes his homily with a joint farewell. The congregation asks the priest 
to depart, that he may enjoy being in the fellowship of all the saints and apostles who 
departed to Paradise beforehand. And the priest, in turn, exhorts them to live in the 
Lord’s peace and prays that non-believers may join them in the faith. Finally, he asks 
the Lord of glory to have pity on His church in His second coming and his glorious 
transfiguration on the clouds.

O blessed priest, give us peace and depart in peace, and may the Lord count you as 
one of His apostles. 
May the peace of the Lord be with you, O you who abided in Him all your life, And may 
He keep all the snares of the enemy away from you. 
May the peace of the church and the peace 
of your congregation be abundant, and may 
her children  rejoice in the faith. 
O Son of God, You who are the Way full of 
Life, have pity on Your church on the day of 
Your transfiguration. Glory be to you!
(St. Jacob of Serugh)
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